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| To the Right Honourable 

Sr FAMES SMITH, Kt. 

LORD MAYOR 
OF: FFHE 

CITY f SON DBaerx 
AND TO | 


The Right Worſhipful the 
COURT 


ALDERMEN. 
My Lord, 


TIN obedience to your Order T here pre- 
ſent you the Sermon I lately Preached 
before you.It had come ſomewhat ſooner to 


your bands, but that a mighty Revolution 
os in 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
in the Government of theſe Kingdoms hap- 
ened in the mean while, which for ſome 
time put a fop almoſt to all things but our 
Prayers : Whew it pleaſed the Almighty 4 
King of kings, to call away from us to 
himſelf, our Late Gracious Soveraign. | 
The ſtroke was ſo ſudden, and the caſe ſo 
great, that I ſuppoſe it could not but take "= 
»p the T houghts and Aﬀe#t the Spirits of 
all good Men. But now that it hath 
pleaſed the ſame Almighty Power, not on- 
E- ly peaceably to ſettle our preſent Gracious 
- >Soveraign King James the Second upon 
at the 'T brone of bis Anceſtors, but alſo to : 
put it into His Royal Breaſt, to aſſure us 
of the Continuance of all thoſe Bleſſings 
which we enjoyed under His Majeſties 
Brather , of the maintenance of the ſame 
Laws and Government both in Church 
and State , and that be will continue 10 
Prote& and Defeni the Church of Eng- 
land : all ow Hearts are at eaſe , and 
| Our 
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our Sorrow is turned into Foy. And now 
I preſume your Lordſhip, and all thoſe 
worthy Perſons who aſſiſt your Lordſhip in 
$ the Government of this great and famous 
City, are ſomewhat at leiſure to peruſe this 
ſmall diſcourſe. I am apt to hope alſo that 
this Sermon may now in ſome meaſure at- 
tain the end I aimed at which was to eſta- 
bliſh the minds of all our Proteſtant Fellow- 
Subjects in that excellent Religion we pro- 
feſſe, and to provoke us to Leal aud Fiety 
in the purſuance of it. Which that it will. 
pleaſe Almighty Ged to grant, with a long 
| and proſperous Raign to His Majeſty, 
| and that you My Lord and all the worthy 
Magistrates of bis City may enjoy all Hap- 
pineſs in this World, and Eternal Life 
 bereafier is the bearty Prayer of 


My Lord, 
Your Lordihips Moſt 
. Humble and Faichful Servant, 


#0. GOODMAN. 
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Micah iv. v 


For all people will walk every one im the 
name of bis God, and we will walk in the 
name of the Lord our Godfor ever andever. 


Hat this Chapter contains a Propheſie con- 
cerning the glorious times of the Goſpel, 
is the general opinion of all Chriſtian Interpreters | 


both antient and modern(one only excepted that 
B I know 
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I know of.) Nor need we to relye upon the opi- 
nions of men herein, for the marcer it ſelf plainly 
ſpeaks it;foraſmuch as not only thoſe words in the 
firſt verſe the laft days do direct us to ſuch an ap- 
plication of the Prophekte, bur eſpecially becauſe 
here are ſeveral ſuch things foretold in it as have 
| never yet been accomplitht in the times of the 
Jewiſh Church, and therefore muſt belong to 
that of the Chriſtians. And amongſt the reſt theſe 
three are very remarkable, 

1. That there ſhall be ſuch a general conflu- 
ence to the true Religion, and Worſhip of God 
that the Society of the Church ſhall be full and 
numerous, verſe 1. and 2. It ſhall come to paſs in 
the laſt dayes, that the mountain of the houſe of the Lord 

all be eſtabliſhed on the top of the mountains, and it 
ſhall be exalted above the hills, and people ſhall flow un- 
toit. And many Nations ſhall come and jay, come and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to 
the houſe of the God of Jacob, and be will teach us 

his ways, and we will walk in his paths, for the Law 
ſhall go forth of Sion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jeruſalem. | 

2. That this great and conſpicuous Society of 
the Church ſhall enjoy Peace and Tranquillity, 
and neither ſuffer foreign invaſion, nor inteſtine 
diſtraftions. Neither be harrafled by its ene- 

mies 
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mies abroad, nor torn in pieces by animoſities at 
home, verſe 3. and 4. And be ſhall judge among ma- 
ny people and rebuke ſtrong nations ofow off, and they 
ſhall beat their Swords into plowſhares, and their ſpears 
into pruning hooks : Nation ſhall not lift up a ſword 
againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war any more : 
But they ſhall fit every man under his Vine and under his 
Figtree, and none ſhall make them afraid. 

3. That internal zeal and deyotion ſhall ac- 
company all this external Glory and Happineſs. 
This is expreſt in my Text by an Holy emulaci- 
on amongſt the members of this great Society, 
and a noble contention, who ſhall be moſt pious 
and deyout, and a general reſolution taken up 
by all thoſe of the true Church to outvie all the 
blind zeal of others under falſe Religions,y. 5. For 
all people will walk every one in the name of his God, and 
we Will walk in the name of our God for ever and ever. 

Thar all theſe three things here Propheſied of 
would admirably become the Chriſtian Church 
cannot be doubred. And that the happy concur- 
rence of all theſe is requiſite, to raile the ſtate of 
Chriſtianity to ſuch a condition as may be anſwer- 
able to whar ſeveral other Prophelies have given 
us ground to expect, (ſometime or other) can as 
lictle be denied. Foraſmuch as without the firſt 
of theſe, namely, if there be not ſuch a confluence 
2 to 
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th the Church as that the Society thereof be full and nume- 
ros, it can ſcarcely be called Catholick,bur rhat 
glorious name of a Church looks like ſome 
petty Sect, and dwindles into a Conventicle. 
Without the ſecond of theſe, viz. unlels there 
be peace and tranquility as well as numbers in the 
Church, there will want the beauty and harmo- 
ny which that glorious name requires. And 
laftly wichour the third, viz, mwnleſs true and fer-. 
vent piety be in conſun&tion with both the former, all 
that external ſplendor and felicity will be bur 
meer pomp and pageantry, whileſt the Life and 
Soul of Religion is wanting. But where and 
when all thoſe three things meet together even- 
tually as they do Prophetically in this context, 
then muſt needs be glorious times, when the 
Church can ſcarcely be called Militant, fince ir 
will be ſo lively an Emblem of thar which is Tri- 
umphant in Heaven. God grant (if it be his Ho- 
ly will) that our eyes may be bleiled with ſo plo- 
rious and beautiful a ſpe&tacle. Bur in the mean 
rime let us apply our Meditations to the third 
and laſt of thoſe particulars, which my Text con- 
fines me to. All people will walk every one in the name 
of his God, and we will, &c. 

From which words I make theſe three obſer- 


vations. 
Firſt, 


* 
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Firſt, That all Nations and People generally 
have ſome God and Religion or other. 
- Secondly, That all thoſe Nations and People 
that have any God or Religion, do generally al- 
ſo expreſs ſome zeal and devotion, ſome defe- 
rence and regard to the Deity which they ac- 
knowledge, i. e. They walkin the name of their God. 

Thirdly, Thar it is very natural and reaſona- 
ble that the greater the God is, which any people 
believe in, and the better the Religion is which 
chey are periſwaded of and have imbraced, with 
ſo much the more ardeat zeal and devotion they 
ſhould creat that God & purſue thar Religion: this 
is the ground of the emulation intimated in my 
Text,and the motive of that Reſolution which it 
is prophelied ſhall aftuate and inflame the Pro- 
feſſors of the true Religion and the Worſhipers of 
the true God, q. d. If all nations (whatſoever God 
and Religion they have) will walk in the name of 
their Gods, with much more reaſon will we walk in 
the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever. 

Thethird and laſt of chele is that which Iprin- 
cipally intend ro infift upon, but I will ſpeak ſome- 
thing briefly to the rwo tormer allo, and there- 
fore I begin with the 

Firſt Obſerv. viz. That generally all nations and peo- 
ple have ſome God and Religion or other, this is impli- 


ed 
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ed in my. Text though not expreſt as the other 
two are, and the truth of ic is atteſted by the ob- 
ſervations of all Ages, Climates and Countries, 
foraſmuch as there is hardly any (if any) ar all to 
be found amongſt them utterly deſticute of all 
Notion of God and Religion. 

And touching this point that I may not either 
trouble you with the citations of Stories, or -de- 
tain my ſelf from thac which I principally intend, 
let it ſuffice that the Reman Orator who had dili- 
gently inquired into this matter, and was a very 
competent Judge in the caſe, pronounces thus in 
his Books de Legibus. Nulla gens eſt neq; tam im- 
manſueta, neq; tam fera, que non etiamſt ignoret qualem 
deum tabere deceat, tamen babendum ſciat , q. d. There 
is no Nation in the World either ſo ſoft and ſilly, or ſo 
ſavagely barbarous as to be utterly without any ſenſe or 
perſwafion of the being of a God,inſomuch that even thoſe 
who are either ſo dull or ſo unhappy, as not to be able to 
frame any proper and decent notion of the Divine Nature, 
yet cannot be ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs as to doubt of his Ex- 
iſtence. 

I do not ſay that there never was any one per- 
- ſoniin the World that denied, or disbelieved a 
God,for we read of rwo or three profeſt Atheiſts, 
and perhaps there may be ſome few others,either 
of ſuch dull and cloudy heads, or of ſuch profli- 


garc 
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gate tempers, that they have either doubted of 
or defied the Deiry. But that which my Text 
leads me to aflert is this, that Atheiſm is contrary 
to the common ſenſe of mankind in general, and 
that at leaſt ic will be very hard if not impoſlible 
to find any Nation or People that have lived 
without a God. For indeed it feemsto be incon- 
ceivable that ſuch ſhould become a People, or 
form themſelves into a National Society, in res 
gard there can be no foundation of Order or Po- 
liry without a God. For how can that be a Peo-» 
ple or Nation,that hath no Laws,no Magiſtrates, 
no Principles of truſt,no obligations of ſubjection. 
and obedience 2 How ſhall Laws obtain any ves 
neration, or Magiſtrates any Reverence where 
there is no Deity (nay no Conlcience) to give a. 
{anion to the one, nor Providence to counte- 
nance and protect the other ? How can there be 
any Faich amongſt men, or any principle of inter- 
courſe or commerce, how can there be any diffe-- 
rence between right and wrong, any propriety, 
or any ſecurity of mens Lives or Fortunes, where 
no God is acknowledged to oblige the Conſci- 
ences of Men ? for it is apparent that Pacts and 
Covenants, nay Oathes and all ſuch other things 
as uſe to be the aſſurances of humanity, and the 
Bonds of Society, are but meer empry names 
-* > al: 
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and of no validity, without a God co call men 
eo account for the violation of them. Whereas 
therefore ſome late Travellers tell us that they 
have diſcovered ſome whole Countries that live 
without any notion of a Deicy or Religion, -we 
muſt crave leave either to call in queſtion the 
ſufficiency of their intelligence, or ſuſpe& the 
credit of their reports in thoſe particulars. Or elſe 
we mult conclude ſome of the race of mankind 
to be ſo ſadly forlora and brutifh, and abando-: 
ned not only of all principles of Virtue and Con- 
ſcience, but of Reaſon and Civility too, as that 
we may juſtly doubt whether to call chem Men 
Or no. 

But as for a ſort of pretenders to wit, who- ac- 
count it a great argument of extraordinary laga- 


City, and the higheſt attainment of ſhrewdnels, 


to be above the awe of any Divinity, and to be 


. able.co langh at the notion of Religion ; it were 


ealie toſhew that they are as void of all manly 
underſtanding as they are of Virtue, and rhac chey 
are beforted by their own ſenſuality and rendred 


incapable of coherent diſcourſe, and as ſuch men 


are the peſt and bane of humane Society, ſo they 


ought ro be the ſcorn of mankind. 
But ſo much for that, I come to my ſecond ob- 


ſeryation. 
Second 
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Second Obſerv. That all thoſe Nations and People 

that have any belief of a God, have alſo ſome devotion, 
and pay ſome remarkable Reverence towards the Deity, 
. This is expreſlly aſſerted in my Text, all Nations 
. and People that have a God, however different 
their apprehenſions of him may be amongſt 
themſelves, yet they all agree in this, they ho- 
nour and worſhip him in ſome proportion to 
the notion they have of him, 7. e. they walk in the 
name of their God. 

And the. reaſon of this is very evident, for the 
very Nature and Notion of God, is fo vaſtly 
great and concerning, that it cannot ordinaril 
miſle of affe&ting ſuch men with che greateſt ſe- 
riouſneſs and regard. For whoſoever thinks of 
| a God, thinks of him as a wonderfully great and 
Supream Majeſty fit to be feared and adored, and 
he that frames a Notion of a being that he may 
dally and trifle with, or eſpecially chat he may 
abuſe and affront at his pleaſure, * Ape no No- 
tion of God, or thinks not of God at all. 

I confeſs notwithſtanding that Man as he is a 
Free Agent, and whoſe will isat liberty to over- 
bear his judgment, may ( if he pleaſe ) withbold 
the Truth m unrighteouſneſs, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
he may I ſay ſtifle and debauch his Conſcience, 
and reſiſt, and contradict the greateſt evidence of 
his own mind ; and upon this account I muſt ac- 
C know- 
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knowledge it not \to be uttefly impoſſible, that 
he who in ſome meaſure believes a God, may 
' yetnor only .be careleſs ant indifferent towards 
him, (that 1s,be void of all Piery and Devotion) 
bur may alſo be ſcurrilous and profanet90.Never- 


- theleſs it is maniteſt thar'\ſuch a man in ſo doing, 


doth violence to himſelf as well as to Religion, 
inſomuch that ic would be not only more manly 
and rational, but more eaſte for him flatly to de- 
ny a God,and become downright Atheilt,cthen to 
acknowledge him and'to affront him at the fame 
time, or in a word,to contradict his own princi- 
ples by his practiſe. I remember a Grave and 
Learned Heathen (Plutarch by name) diſcourſes 
to this purpole ; T had ratber ({aith he): be 'baried in 
perpetual oblivion, and that men ſhould ſay there was ne- 
Ver. any fuch man as Plutarch m the World, then that 
they ſhould remember 'me under an ill Charatter, 'or treat 
me with ſcorn and deſpight. So queſtionleſs it would 
be leſs provocation to the Divine Majeſty that 
men ſhould utterly deny his Exiſtence, and ba- 


'niſh all Notion-of him, then -acknowledge his 


being, and inthe mean while abuſe him to his 
face. And indeed though we obſerve common- 
ly, that the very worſt of men are ſomewhat ſhy 
of owning themſelves to be profeſt Atheiſts, yer 
whenloever we ſee in thema contumelious car- 
rage towards God and Religion, we have too 

| great 
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great cauſe to ſuſpe&t that flat Arheiſm lies at the 
bottom, when profanenels floats at top, and that 
nothing but baſe-ſpiritedneſs and cowardize 
tempts them, rather to balk and contradict their 
principles then to own them. For let a man have, 
never ſo crude and imperfe& apprehenſions of a + 
God,yet if he own him ar all, he muſt acknow- 
ledge him to be (as che firſt ſo) the molt perfect 
and excellent of Beings, and upon thoſe very 
principles even Epicurus himſelf will tell him,that 

reverence, admiration and praile is due to him. . 
Bur if a man improve ſo far as that he arrive at 
the acknowledgement of the true God, and have 
any ripe Notions of him; he then apprehends a 
mighty Majeſty, inveſted with Infinite Power, 
Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs, he conſiders God 
then as one that upholds him every moment, 
that doth him good: every day, and can deſtroy 
him when he pleaſes, a God that ſees his actions, 
obſerves his carriage, a Being; tao great to be de- 
ſpiſed, and too terrible to be affronted, and if-all 
this be not ſufhcient to oblige ſuch a man dili- 
gently to ſerve God and become Religious, yet 
ſure it will reſtrain him from outrage and bla- 
ſpnemy towards. him. And indeed he that can 
think of ſuch a God/without a Religious reve- 
rence, or treat him bately,mult have either ſome- 
thing below an. humane folly, or: beyond an hu- 
C 2 mane 
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mane hardineſs,nay indeed he ſeems (in the latter 
reſpe&t)to be a pitch above theDevils themlel ves; 
for St. James hath told us they believe and tremble, 
Jam. 2. 19. | 

And ſo much alſo briefly for my ſecond Ob- 
ſervation : I come to my 

Third and laſt Obſerv, That the greater the God, and 
the truer the Religion, the more ought to be the devotion, 
Or that it is Natural and Reaſonable that the 
clearer and more perfe&t Notions any Men or 


People have of God, and by how much the more 


reaſonable: and excellent the Religion is which 
they have imbraced, by ſo much the more ar- 
dent and remarkable ought to be their zeal and 
devotion, If all nations that have a God walk in the 
name of their God, then it is fit that we walk in the name 
of the Lord our God for ever and ever.l donot ſay that 
in.theiſſue and event of things, it happens al- 
ways thus,for it is the ſhame of mankind, and the 
unhappineſs of the World that weofrentimes find 
by. experience, that the beſt principles prove in- 
effeftual, and the nobleſt Religion is too often 
diſhonoured by the moſt ſcandalous practiſes. 
Bur that. which I obſerve, and am now concern- 
ed to make good is only, that it is moſt genuine, 
natural and reaſonable, that the beſt Religion 
ſhould be attended with the greateſt devotion, 
and the moſt Holy Lives. And the reaſon of 

this 
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this Doctrine will eaſily be made out by this ſhort. 
frame of diſcourſe. Ir is the priviledge of our 
Natures that we are neither like Machines moy- 
ed by external force and. impulſe, nor yet like 
the brute Creatures carried away by the meer im- 
preſſions of ſenſible obje&ts, but we are moved. 
from within, are governed by principles of our 
own, we deliberate of our way, and chooſe our 
own courſe, and are guided by the free light of 

reaſon, and the conviction. of our Judgments. 
And this is the great reaſon of all police Edu- 
cation in Learning and Study, which is not de- 
ſigned meerly to imploy and take up ſo much of. 
our time,or to fill our heads with-abundance of- 
impertinent Stories, or to furniſh us with endleſs. 
calk and diſcourſe, but to better our underſtand- 
ing, to inlarge the proſpe& of our minds, to fur-, 
nith us wich noble objects of Contemplation,and. 
in a word, to improve our judgments, and direct 
our choiceand proſecutions. Accordingly whenſo- 
ever we would raiſe any man to ſome noble and. 
generous enterprize, we know no more potent 
ſcrew or pully,nor make uſe of any more effectu-- 
al merchod, then to convince his judgment of the- 
excellency of the deſign, ro fill him with glori- 
ous hopes, and ſo to impregnate his mind with 
great and worthy reſolutions. For as we obs 
lerve in Nature. that Water will riſe as high as its 
Foun-- 
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Fountain but no higher, ſo it is alſo in morality, 
a mans practiſe will eafily- anſwer to the eleya- 
tion of his principles,bur ic is as unnatural to con- 
tradict them or fall below them, as it is impoſſi- 
ble to go above or beyond them : conſequently 
as on the one hand, it cannot be a regular nor 
manly deyartion that goes beyond our knowledg, 
ſo on the other hand it is as well to be falle and 
treacherous rowards our ſelves, as to be dilinge- 
nuous towards God, to fall below our knowledg 
of him in performances, and that is not only a 
very inſignificant knowledge that draws not after 
ita proportionable deyotion, but thoſe are very 
contemptible men,and ſcarcely to be called men, 
whoſe principles are not feen in their practices. 
This is agreeable to the Doctrine of our Savi- 
our, Mat. 6.22, 23. The light of the body is the eye, 
if therefore thine eye be ſingle, thy whole body ſhall be full 
light ; but if thine eye be evil, thy whole body ſhall be 
Ju of darkneſs, if therefore the light which is in thee be 
darkneſs, bow great is that darkneſs, as if he had ſaid, 
©* What the eye is to the body, that is the reaſon 
« of our mind to oureleions and proſecutions ; 
* ana as the one governs our outward man, fo 
<« doth the other the inward ; and as he is a moſt 
« abſurd man that having eyes in his Head, will 
* ſhut them and run headlong upon any danger, 


« ſo is he no leſs, that having a mind rightly in- 
« ſtructed, 
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«ſtructed, will ſuffer himſelf perverſly to be car- 
« ried blindfold by the torrent of his Paſſions. 
« When ever a mans mind is well principled, he 
<« is ina fair way to an happy concluſion, for in 
« that caſe it is the ſame madneſs and folly for a 
© man to run Riot meerly upon the prerogative 
&« of his will, as for a man in the day light, and 
« with his eyes open to dafh his Head againſt a 
<« Poſt; but indeed if the light that is in a man be dark- 
©* neſs, 1. e. if his principles be falle and corrupt, 
< then it is no wonder if all run to ruine : . For 
« though it is in the power of a wiltul man to be 
* worle then his principles, yet it 1s not eaſle (if 
« poſlible)tor any man to be better then thoſe are. 
Again Mat. 12. 33. The ſame our Saviour dil- 
courſes toa like effect, Either make the tree good and 
his fruit good, or elſe make the tree corrupt and his fruit 
corrupt : for the tree is known by his fruit, i. e. ** As 
* the Fruit and ProduCtions of Plants follow the 
« nature of the Sap in the Roots of thoſe Trees 
< relpectively,ſo naturally do the actions of mens 
<< lives anſwer the principles of their Minds : A 
* naughty Heart will be ſure co produce a wicked 
« Life, and ir is regular and reaſonable that a 
© 500d Religion ſhould bring forth good deyo- 
tion. 

This is the meaning, and this is the evidence 


of my third and laſt Obleryation. Burt now to 
bring 
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bring this home to all our Conſciences, and that 
we may all be perſwaded to come up to this relo- 
lucion,and pur in practice the Holy emulation in 
my Text, theſe rwo things remain to be done. 

Firſt, that I demonſtrate the excellency of our 
principles, and how much the Religion which 
we profels is better then any other. | 

Secondly, That in conſequence hereof, I ſhew 
wherein our Zeal, and Virtue, and Piery ſhould 
equal and ourgo thoſe of all other Religions. 

1. As for the former of theſe I take ic for gran- 
ted, thar all that hear me are not only Chriſtians, 
but Proteſtants, and of the Church of England : 
and if I ſhould go about ar large to ſhew how 
much (upon that account) we have the adyan- 
rage not only of Pagans, and Turks, and Jews, 
bur of all other Sects of Religion, perhaps I may 
doa thing grateful enough, but it would take up 
more time to do it as it deſerves, then can now 
well be allowed, however I will crave leave to 
repreſent theſe Four things. 

1. The Antiquity of our Religion. 

2. The Credibility and Eaſineſs of its Belief, 

3. The Gravity and Decency of its Rituals. 

4+ Its Efficaciousneſs to make men generouſly Good 
and Holy. 

Firſt, Our Religion is the moſt Antient, and therefore 
the Beſt and Trueſt, It was the counſel of Almigh- 
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ty God by the Prophet Jeremiah, chap. 6. ver. 16. 
Stand ye in the ways and ſee and ask for the old pathes, 
Where is the good Way and walk therem, and ye ſhall 
find reſt for your ſouls, where we ſee the old way, the 
good Way,and that wherein men may fmd reſt to their 
Souls is one and the ſame. Agreeably whereunto 
Tully reports to us in his ſecond Book de Legibus, 
that when the People of Athens were under great 
diſtractions in this affair of Religion, they con- - 
ſulred the Oracle, © By what Rites or in what | 
* form of Religion they ſhould beſt recommend 
© themſelves to the Divine favour, and the Ora- 
«cle gave them this Anſwer, That they ſhould 
© Worſhip God in the moſt Antient manner ; 
* bur this not ſufficiently reſolving them, for ſee- 
*© ing the Cuſtomes and Rites of their Country 
<« had been often changed, they were in diſpute 
* which were the moſt Antient Formes, they 
© therefore applied themſelves to the Oracle a ſe- 
*cond time to. determine them which was the 
© molt Antient Religion,and received this Reply, 
© That the Beſt Religion was the moſt Antient. 
And certainly Truth hath as much the Senio- 
rity of Error and Superſtition,as God is before the 
Devil, eſpecially in Refigion.; which if it be true 
and acceptable with him,muſt proceed from him, 
and then the Antienter it is, the nearer it is to the 
Fountain of Truth. Beſides, it muſt needs be a 
D great 
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great ſatisfa&tion to the mind of a ſollicitous man, 
| when he ſhall be avle co obſerve that the Religi- 
on he imbraces is not of yeſterday or a mere No- 
velty, which perhaps after Times may diſcover 
Flaws in,though it paſles Current for the preſear, 
bur when he ſees it is plainly ſuch as hath endur- 
ed the Teſt of many Ages. And upon this account 
(by che way) I verily aſſure my lelt we have leſs 
reaſon to doubt of the Truth of Chriſtianity now 
in the preſent Ages, than thoſe had who lived in 
the very days of our Saviour and his Apoſtles,and 
who were Eye- witneſles of the Miracles wrough: 
for the Confirmation of it, in regard it was poſſi- 
ble that then men might have ſtood off with ſome 
colour of reaſon upon pretence of the Novelty of 
the Religion, and of the proofs of it too. For 
men might ſay, though we ſee nothing that can 
be objected againſt theſe things ar preſent, yet 
dies diem docet, after times may diſcover the im- 
poſture ; but now when that Doctrine and thoſe 
proofs have ſtood the Shock of ſo many Ages,and 
if 1700 years together cannot diſcoyer the leaſt 
Flaw or Defect in the Evidences of its Divinity, 
we have as great aflurance as can be deſired. 

Bur now that our Chriſtian Religion in the ge- 
neral is indeed the moſt Antient Religion in the 
World, (and leaft if we derived it no higher than 
our Saviour, the Pagans, and eſpecially the Jews, 

ſhould 
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ſhould pretend to greater Antiquity on the be- 
half of their Religions) the Apoſtle St. Paul hath 
aſſured us that our Religion for Subſtance was 
long before the Law, for thus he argues, Gal. 3. 
16, 17. Now to Abraham and to his jeed were the pro- 
miſes made. He ſaith not unto ſeeds as of many, but as 
of one, and to thy ſeed, Which is Chriſt. And this T ſay, 
that the Covenant which was confirmed before of God in 
Chriſt, the law which was four bundred and thirty years 
after cannot diſanul it, &c. *© In which words a- 
© mongſt other things the Apoſtle plainly inti- 
© mates,that the main lines of our Religion were 
« drawn long before the Law of Moſes, and in- 
* deed that Chriſtianity was for ſubſtance the ſame 
<* with the Patriarchal Religion, and ſo unqueſti- 
< onably the moſt Antient of all. 

Conformable hereunto were many excellent 
ſayings and diſcourſes of the Fathers, and Anti- 
ent Chriſtian Writers, particularly Epiphanius mn 
panario lib, 1. cap. 1. Auguſt. Ep. 49. Greg. Naan. 
in Orat. de Maccabets. Euſeb. Demonſtr. Evang. lib. 1. 
cap. 5. & Hiſtor. Eccleſ. lib. 1. cap. 1. &c. which 
wholo pleates may peruſe at Leiſure. 

And for our Proteſtant Religion 1a particular, 
that that for the Subſtance of it (and bateing only 
the name) is as antient as Chriſtianity it ſelf, 1s 
apparent by this, viz; that it derives it {elf wholly 


' from the Holy Scripture, and the four firſt Gene- 


D 2 ral 


20 A Sermon Preached 


ral Councils, than which nothing can be Antien- 
ter that concerns the inſticutions of our Saviour ; 
whereas all other Se&ts(for whatſoever they have 
contrary to us) rake their Pedigree from the Do- 

Etrine and uſage of ſome later and. darker times. 
There are indeed thole that obje& ro us, where 
was your Religion before Luther ? who have been 
ofren and ſubſtantially anſwered : And we may 
much more juſtly Challenge the ſame men to 
give us an account (if they can) where was the 
Title of Univerſal Biſhop till che time of Boniface a- 
bout 600 after our Saviour ? where was their Do- 
Arine of Tranſubſtantiarion till the Lateran Coun- 
cil about 12 or 13 Hundred years after Chriſt 2 
where was the Sacrament of the Lords Supper 
confined to one of the Elements, and the People 
reſtrained the uſe of the Cup till the Council of 
Conftance berween the years of our Lord 14 and 
15 hundred ? and in ſhort, where was their Pur- 
gatory and moſt of the reſt of that traſh which 
we have purged out and they diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves from us by,rill che Council of Trent ? which 
is indeed the proper Source of their Religion. But 
as for cur Doctrine we received it from the foun- 
cain of Truth, Divine Revelation, expounded 
(as I faid) by the firlt Councils and moſt Antienc 
Fathers. The Ricuals of our Church we recei- 
ved from the Cuſtom and ulage of the Eldeſt 
Times 
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Times and Pureſt Churches : 4nd for the form of 
Government in this Church, we received it from 
the inſtitution of the Apoſtles in all thoſe famous 
Churches that were planted by them. So that we 
have all the ſubſtantial Evidences of Antiquity on 
our (ide, and our Advyerſaries muſt take the No- 
velty to themſelves. And though by our Refor- 
mation we {wept away the Duſt and Rubbidge 
which Time and the buſte Wits of Men had co- 
vered the face of things withal, yet can we no 
more be charged with innovation or bringing in 
a new Religion, than our Saviour could be ſaid 
tro deſtroy the Law or the Prophets when he vin- 
dicated them from the corrupt Gloſſes of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, or to have erected a new 
Temple when he caſt the Buyers and Sellers out 
of it. 

Secondly, As our Religion is the moſt truly Antient, 
ſo it is aljo the moſt Credible in it ſelf and moſt eaſte of 
Belief ; and therefore ought to have the more powerful 
influence upon our Conſciences.It is not a Maxime with 
us Credendum eſt quia impoſſibile, nor do we think 
that a man mult lay aſide his underſtanding and 
ceaſe to be a man when he becomes a Chriſtianor 
a Proteſtane. We have in this Chuach no Concra- 
dictions coReaſon,nor to our Senſes impoſed upon 
us, nor do we lie under any violent Temptation 
to be Atheiſts and believe nothing ar all by being 

required 
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required to believe impoſſibilities. For in the firſt 
place we have no Monſter of Tranſubſtantiation 
amonglt us, which it a man believes, he believes 
thar which he can confute with his Fingers ends, 
and by the Teſtimony of almoſt all his Senſes, 
and he that can believe upon thele Terms may be- 
lieve what he will, ſince nothing more difficulr 
can offer it ſelf ro his Aſſent. Nor have we any 
Dodtrine of fatal Neceſlicy,which would be a flat 
contradiction to all the means of Grace, a fatal 
check to all virtuous endeayours,and conſequent- 
ly deſtructive to all che ends of Religion. Bur all 
the points of our Belief are either ſuch as agree to | 
the reaſon of our Minds when that is exerted and 
improved, or when any thing is required to be 
believed which is above our reaſon (ir is yet both 
not contrary to Reaſon and alſo) weare ſo plain- 
ly aſſured of it by the authoriry of Divine and In- 
fallible Wiſdom and Truth, that we have all the 
reaſon in the world to believe it. Foraſmuch as 
our Reaſon acknowledges that our Minds are not 
a Standard for Divine Reaſon, but that may be 
true which we cannot give a reaſon of. There- 
fore we have mighty obligations upon us to be 
zealous and hearty in our Religion, and ic would 
be an intolerable ſhame for us not to abound in the 
Work of the Lord, ſeeing our Minds are ſo clearly 
ſatisfied of the truth . our Principles, 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, All the rituals of our Religion are Grave, 
Decent and Eafie. Such as Wwe have no reaſon either to 
be aſhamed to own, or to complain of the burden and dif- 
ficulty in complying with chem. The Rites of Pagan- 
iſme were many of them ſo lewd and obſcene, 
that a modeſt man ſhould be aſhamed to behold 
them,and ſome of them ſo cruel and bloody that 
2 man mult put oft not only good Nature, but 
even almoſt Humanity it ſelf to be able to take 
delight in them. The Rites of Judaiſme were ſome 
of them ſcarce ſeemly, as that of Circumciſton,o- 
thers of them very nice and unaccountable;and all 
rogether {o very numerous and difficult to be ob- 
ſerved that the Apoſtle, ſaw cauſe to pronounce 
of that Law, That it was a yoke which neither they,nor 
their fathers were able to bear, A. 15. 10. 

And as for the Rites of Chriftian Churches, 
ſome of rhem are ſo redundant in empry Cere- 
monies, that they are in danger to juſtle our the 
ſubſtance, and grow ſo troubleſome thereby, as 
that St. Auſt in his Epiſtle ro Januarius complains 
the burden of them was no leſs intolerable than 
that of Judaiſme ; Others on the contrary are ſo 
negligent and defective herein, that the dreſs of 
Religion is {loyenly and indecent. The former 
repreſent Religion with ſo much Paint and Page- | 
antry,as if it was only to appear upon the Stage, 
and had nothing to do in the Hearts and Lives of 
Men. 
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Men. The latter are ſo careleſs herein, as that 
they are guilty of rudeneſs rowards God Almigh- 
ty. But the Church of England avoids both extreams, - 
for that the Ceremonies thereby impoſed are ve- 
ry few, nothing but extream ignorance can deny, 
and that they are grave and decent, every man 
that is not wonderfully tranſported with prejus 
dice muſt confeſs. 

Fourchly and Laſtly,This Religion and this Church 
of England in particular bath all the advantages of mas 
king men good and holy, and hath all the moſt efficacious 
methods f raiſing and improving the ſtate of the World 
m general and of every member of it in particular, This 
is ſo conſiderable a ſubject that it is pity to pals it 
by unconſidered, and yet withal it is fo copious, 
that if a man enter upon it he knows not where 
to conclude : But in ſhort the Doctrine of this 
Church is a Doftrine that teaches men to be De- 
yout towards God, Sober and Temperate in the 
Conduct of themſelves, and Juſt and Charitable 
in their Carriage towards other men. A Doftrine 
that tends to make men Holy in their Lives,Com- 
fortable in their Conſciences, and Peaceable in the 
World. Here is no quirks or diſtinctions to recon- 
cile a vicious Life with hopes of Heaven, no pal- 
liative cures for Lewdneſs and Debauchery, no 
outlets for Knayery no tricks of playing faſt and 


looſe with God and Mea, inſomuch thar if a man 
was 
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was reſolved to be an Hypocrite,he had better be 
of any Religion than this of the Church of Eng- 
land. Again, Here are no Principles of Sedition, 
no ſeeds of Rebellion, no ſquabling between the 
Jura Sacerdotis and Imperui, between Civil and Ec- 
clefiaſtical Governmear ; no ſuch Doctrine as that 
Dominion is founded in Grace, or that Princes 
forfeit their Dignities and Eſtates upon prerence 
of Hereſte;no exemprion of any Perſons from the 
Municipal Laws upon the account of peculiar 
priviledges; no excommunication of Princes, but 
a Doctrine that makes the belt Subjes in the 
whole World. And Laſtly, Here is no Doctrine 
of Scrupuloſity to fill men withDoubts and Fears, 
and perpetual Complaints ; no ſuſpending our 
Hopes upon ſecret Decrees of God, or rendering 
him a captious Deity,but plain.Holineſs and Hap- 

pineſs are joined together. In ſhort the Doftrine 

of this Church ſo farre as it is heartily complied 
with, is able ro make an Heaven upon Earth for 

Piery, Peace, Charity and Tranquillity, and to 

bring men aſſuredly to Heaven after this life. 

As for the Prayers of this Church they are 
Grave and Deyour,Plain and Effetual. They are 
neither ſo high-ſtrained and Seraphical as toAmuze 
and Confound thoſe that ſhould join in them, nor 
ſo flat and low as to chill their Deyotion. They _ 


| are neither uttered in an unknown Tongue, nor 
E in 
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in phancaſtical Language ; neither ſo long and te- 
dious as if men expoſtulared with. the Almighty, 
or would weary him with their Importunities ; 
nor yet ſo ſhort and brief as if they diQtated ro 
him what they would have him do ; bur they are 
ſuch as very good Men of Old chought no mean- 
lier of than that they were diCtated by the Holy 
Spirir, and to be ſure ſuch as are fir Fi humble 
men to preſent to a Great and Holy God. And 
as for the Sacraments, they are in this Church 
neither more nor fewer than our Saviour himſelf 
inſtituted, and thoſe frequently and ſolemnly ad- 
miniſtred.Bur as for the Preaching of this Church, 
it is fit in Modeſty to leave it to the Judgment of 
Forreiners, who pronounce it to. be the beſt in the 
World. 

Now therefore upon the whole matter I think 
we may (as weare wont to do) juſtly glory of 
our Faith, our Principles, our Church and our 
Religion, and why then ſhould not we be the 
beſt men inthe World roo ? why fhould not we 
not only outpo Pagans, Turks and Jews,bur all the 
ſeveral Sects of Chriſtians alſo. We pleaſe our 
ſelves in pitying poor Infidels and other ignorant 
or deluded'wretches which have not the adyan- 
tages which we enjoy, but what will all our Pre- 
rogatives avail us,it we be not ſo much better than 
any of the fore-mentioned Perſons, as God _ 

| ealt 
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dealt better with us? But this brings me to the 
ſecond ching I propounded,and wich which I will 
conclude, namely by way of inference from the 
Premiſles to ſhew what manner of Perſons we 
ought to be, and how to outvie the reſt of the 
World. | 
And here will confine my ſelf co two Branches. 

1. 1t is plainly Conſequential of What hath been diſ- 
courſed under this Obſervation, that we ought to be more 
ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in our Religion than other 
People are. 

2. That we ought to outſtrip them in good Life, in 
Zeal and Feryency, as much as we do in our Principles 
and Advant ages. | 

Firſt, That we ought to be ſo much more ſtable and 
ſetled in our Religion than others are in theirs, foraſs 
much as we have better Grounds for it. Let us walkin 
the Name of the Lord our God for ever and ever, that 
is, Let us not ſtagger and faulter, and be toſſed 
to and fro with every wind of Do&rine, for we know 
what and whom we have believed. Ir is true we 
ought not to be ſtubborn and obſtinate in our O- 
pinion, nor peremptory and dogmartical in every 
punctilio, as if it was impoſlible for us to be one 
jot wiſer than we are ; yet on the other {ide we 
ought not to be ſeekers, when we have already found 
the Pearl of great Price : Quid opus eſt inquiſitione poſt - 
Jeſum Chriſtum, aut curioſutate - pot Evangelium, (aid 

| E 2 Tertullian, 
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Tertullian, there is no caule to be Sceptical and'un- 
reſolved in our Principles, waveriag and unſet- 
led in our Minds, ſince we have a Religion re- 
vealed from Heaven by the Son of God himſelf, 
confirmed by innumerable and unqueſtionable 
Miracles, ſealed wich the blood of Millions of 
Martyrs , and confirmed by 16 or 17 Hundred 
Years experience. | 

A Pagan-would be ſtedfaft in his blind Super- 
ſicion, for which he knows no better reaſon than 
the Laws of his Country, or Tradition from his 
fore-Fathers, and which perhaps at laſt reſolved 
_ it felf into: no better Original than poerical Ficti- 
on, or at beſt, reaſon of State : Jerem. 2. 10. 
The Prophet upbraidsthe Jews after this manner, 
Paſs over the Iſles of Chittim and ſee, ſend unto Keday 
and conſider diligently if there be ſuch a thing, Hath any 
Nation changed their Gods (which yet are no Gods) but 
my-people have changed their Glory for that which doth 
not profit : And then exclaims, Be aſtoniſhed, O ye 
Heavens, at this ſaith, the Lord. 

And for this very People of the Jews, how 
ſhametully, light , and inconſtanc ſoever they 
were in their former: days, and howloever ridi- 
culous they were in their fondneſs rowards No- 
velty and Pagan Superſtitions, yet after the Ba- 
bylouſh Captivity, whenthey had throughly ſeen 
the folly and. madneſs of. Idolatry , as well as 

 fmar- 
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ſmarted for their former wantonneſs, they now 
grow to ſuch an utter abhorrence of Idols, that 
they were guilty of Superſticion of another kind, 
and whatever other (ins they lived in, they abo- 
minated Idolatry in the higheſt degree, and were 
not only exceedingly ſtaunch and firm to the true 
God, bur exceedingly ſhie and ſuſpicious of ſome 
very innocent inſticutions, leaſt they ſhould in" 
the leaſt border upon Idolatry, or preface to an 
innovation ? And ſhall we have a mind to re- 
rurn'to a Babyloniſh Slavery again ? Nay, ſhall 
we who have taſted the Fruits of Canaan, long af- 
ter the Fleſh pots, the Onions, and Garlick of 
Z#2ypt, rank and fulſom Superſtitions ? 

We ſee how reſolute and almoſt incurably 
ſtubbora every poor deluded Seftary is in his Er- 
rors and Miſtakes : and ſhall we, who have fo 
Excellenc, ſo Wiſe, and Holy a Religion ; ſhall (I 
ſay) we only be light and ſceptical, alwaies hun- 
ting after Novelties. Let not the words of the 
Propher Elijah 1 Kings 18. 21. be too applicable 
ro us, who upbraids them in this manner, Why 
hault ye between two Opmions, if Baal be God,” ſerve 
him, but if the Lord be God, then follow him, It we 
conſider the Nature and Conſequence of Religi- 
on, it will eaſily appear to be a thing neceſſary. 
to be reſolved of one way or other ; and if we 
confider the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of Life, ir 

mill: 
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will ſeem high cime to come to a reſolution in that 
Point; why then if we have been impoſed upon, 
and deceived hitherto with a bad Religion, do 
we not calt it off, and take up that we will cruſt 
to? but if we have (as certainly we have) the beſt 
Religion in the World : If our Religion be the 
moſt Antient, the moſt Credible, the moſt Ealfte, 
. and the moſt Efteftual tro make us Good and 
Happy, (as I have ſhew'd,) Why then ſhould 
we not be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord ; for 4s much as we know that our 
labour is not in vain in the Lord ? But this brings me 
ro my ſecond Inference, Viz; ; 

2. Ir is our duty in conſequence of the Premiſ- 
ſes, not only to be Stable and Reſolved , but to 
be Zealous and Fervent in our Religion : Not 
only to ſhew by our Lives and Practice what 
God and what Religion we are of, which too ma- 
ny fall ſhort in; but that by Eminent Vertue, and 
Remarkable Piety and Devotion we demonſtrate 
the Greatneſs of our God, and the Excellency of 
our Religion, and that we endeavour to outvie 
all thoſe in Life and Practice, whom we either 
Pity, or Deſpile, or Condemn for their Miſtaken 
Principles. 

What Devotion the Heathen paid to their 
Gods, witneſs the Numerous and Laborious 


Rites they obſerved to the Honour of them : 
| | The 
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The ſtately Temples they Erefted and Dedica- 
red to them ; ſome of which, as that of Diana at 
Epheſus, and that of Eleuſmium in Attica were the 
Wonders of the World : Witneſs alſo the coſtly 
Sacrifices they offered to them , ſometimes a 
whole Hecatomb, or an Hundred Fat Oxen ar a 
time, ſometimes ver ſacrum, or the choice of eve- 
ry thing which the Spring produced, belides the 
Gold and Frankincenſe,the Gums and Spices, the- 
charge of which laſt alone was fo great an ex- 
pence, that in Tertullian's time they upbraided the 
Chriſtians with a cheap Religion, and as if they 
forſook Idolatry only to ſave — : particular-- 
ly Grus in the Apochryphal Hiſtory of Bel and 
the Dragon will needs prove Bel to be a God from 
hence, Viz, becauſe he ſpent him every day 12 meas 
ſures of fine flower, forty Sheep, and ſix great Veſſels of- 
Wine, IT muſt needs fay ic was bur a forry Argu- 
ment of Bel's Divinity, but it was an undoubred: 
Evidence of Cyrus his Deyorion. 

Now ſhall blind Pagans be thus large hearted 
towards dumb Idols, and we be ſtingy and cloſe-- 
fiſted towards the Living God ?: Nay, ſhall Ido- 
larry be horribly afraid of being guilty of Sacri- 
lidge, (as we may find they were upon all occaſi- 
ons) and ſhall. thoſe that abhor I dols never boggle: 
at it ? 

A: ſordid covetous Jew would.upon occaſion: 
haye 
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a Sacrifice to his God, and ſhall any thing char is 
called a Chriſtjan beſides Judas,ſay cur perditio hc ? 
Shall only Chriſtians I ſay be for a cheap and 
frugal Religion ? Eſpecially ſhall we think much 
ro offer up our Brutal Paſſions, or the Incenſe 
of Devourt Prayers, or our Hearts and Aﬀecti- 
ons which pur us to no Damage ? 

Togo further, a conſcientious Mahometan will 
go to his Moſche to Prayers thrice in a day, will 
indure tedious faftings, and undergo painful Pil- 
grimages, nay, Will not drink one drop of Wine 
all his life, only becauſe his Quaking Prophet 
Mahomet enjoyned theſe Obſervances, and ſhall 
Chriſtians ſhrink and ſhufflle at the eaſte Yoke of 
Chriſt Jeſus ? | 

Again, a Pythagorean out of Reverence to the 
Na me of God, and to preſerve himſelf from all 
poſſibilicy of Perjury, will not ſwear art all, and 
will Chriſtians blaſpheme that Holy and Dread- 
ful Name by Oaths and Perjury too ? 

"They of the Church of Rome uſe ſuch Defe- 
rence towards their Church, that they will ſubmir 


by an implicit Faith, and ſtoop to a blind Obe- 


dience, rather than indanger the peace, or infringe 
the Authority of that Society ; and ſhall we who 
worthily value our felves upon the Temper and 
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before the Lord Mayor. 23 
Wiſdom of our Church expreſs no regard, no 
tenderneſs towards it, but tear all in pieces for 
every petty Opinion, and idle Caprichio of our 
privare heads ? Nay, ſhall others Worſhipa Cru- 
cifix with more Devotion, than we do the very 
Son of God himlelf, now fitting at the Right 
Hand of God 2? 

To ſay no more, when every petty Sect 
amongſt us ſeems wonderfully deyeut- in their 
way, even to Superſtition, and are inflamed wich 


blind Zeal in their Errors ; ſhall we only be 


luke-warm -and indifferent, and not have one 
ſpark of Holy Zeal in our Devotions ? Far be it 
from us, nay, let us be all life, feel a mighty Paſ- 
ſion,be in a kind of Extafie of HolyAﬀections to- 
wards our Great God in the exerciſes of our Ho- 
ly, and Wiſe, and Excellent Religion. 

If we do not thus, we may aflure our ſelves 
that it is not all the adyantages of our Profeſſion 
or Principles will ſave us ; fo far from ir, that 
they will ſerve only to upbraid our Folly and 
Abſurdity, to torment our Conſciences, and to 
aggravate our Condemnation. 

But if contrariwiſe, as we have better Princi- 


ples, and more Light and Reaſon on our fide, fo 


we have proportionably more ſteadineſs in our 
Minds, more fervency in our Spirits, more Ho- 
lineſs 
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haeſs in-our- Heazts and Lives : Then ſhall our 
Faith ſupport us in all Ditreſſes, and our Piety 
intitle us ro'the Divine Favour and Blefling. Our an 
Religion ſhall be an Honour to us,and be venera- 
ble in the eyes of all the World. Then ſhall 
our Church recover its Numbers, its Peace, and 
all its Glories, and ſtand the ſhock of all irs Ad- 
verſaries, as being built upon a Rock, which the 
Gates of Hell cannot prevail againſt ; which God 
grant/for his Son Jelus Chriſt's ſake our Lord, . 


to whom With the Father. and the Holy Ghoſt, | 
be Everlaſting Glory, ec. 
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